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. ByPE‘l'ER xmss
A former official of the Federal Bu-

_|the United States broke Soviet spy
codes in the 1940’s and that this led to
knowledge of the involvement of Julius
and Ethel Rosenberg in an atomic es--
pionage conspiracy, ABC News sald
yesterday. .

* v .n

broadcast the statement by Robert J.

‘lcl 9"

on J. Edgar Hoov--

er, the late Director of the bureau. The.

Rosenbergs were electrocuted in 1953.
Asked for comment, Marshall Perlin,

Piag o prove that th

to prove that their parents were
not .guilty, said yesterday that he
thought Mr. Lamphere was “fantasiz»
ing with his claim,””-and noted that the
Rosenbergs were arrested in 1950, two
years after the Soviet ‘codes were re-
portedly broken. .

Mr. Lamphere, who recently retired
as a senior vice president of the John
pany In Bosion, soughs n 1677 te pus
pany sought in 1977 to get
clezrance from the bureau to write a

UmeenWar ”
Dlsdosm Wlthheld at 'n-m

Patncia Lynch, the ABC News re-
‘porter who mtendewed Mr. Lamphere,
said yesterday that he had finally got..
ten clearance, but his book would not be
piiblished for another year and a half. -

Miss Lyach said Mr. Lamphere as-
serted that intercepted commumica.
~ions from the K.G.B., the Soviet
vJnien's intelligence and internalse-
curity agency, had convineed the
United States of the Rosen i
but that this was withheld at their tnal
go prevent Soviet knowledge of the code-

reaking. .
. “We knew of the Rosenbergs’ in-
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<] volvement vmh the Soviets
reau of Investigation has asserted that-

The television network said it would”
Lamphere, who was with the.F.B.lL..
from 1941 to 1855, next Thursday in a:
. | thearrest of the Rosenbergs,

counsel for Michael and Robert Meero-
rgs’ sons, who are |

book, “The F.B.1. vs. the K.G.B. — the
- v (e K.G.B. = the | {rres Britisn. subjects of soying, but

Rosen berg Case Lmked to Breakmg of Sovtet Codd

B e

K.G.B. messages, through.the testi-

.mony of sumerous people, so there can

be no question about their guilt,” Mr.
Laniphere reportedly sa.td on tape t.hat
is tobe broadcast. . P ey

+" Miss Lynch said intellxgmce a.nd Jus-
dce Department sources, whom she de-:
- clined to name, bad told her that a code
expert in the old Army Security Agen-
cy, working with the charred remains
otaSovietcodebookfmmdona Finnish
battlefield in World War IT, had cracked
theSovzetspycodesinlscs Shesaid the
sources maintained that the result was
alongwith } |
abthOOothexsbelieved tohavebeen
Savxetspia. = ?

"British Subjects Suspeeted

A telephone call to Mr., Lamphere’s
former office in Boston last night led to
reports that his whereabouts were not
immediatelyknown. ©

Mr. Perlin, the attorney for the Ro-
senberg sons, said a story about break-.
ing the Soviet code first circulated
about two years ago, without identity-
ing a source. He said he had accesstoa
source in British intelligence who con-
tended that the British had broken the
code;"leading them to suspect two or

thmugh w:th“nomingabmtthekosenbergs

, {toall files of the

For‘the Rosenberg sons, mwnand
33 years old, Mr. Perlin has'had a law.
suit in Federal District Court in Wash. |
ington for seven years, seeking access

totJusﬂee.
the F.B.1,, the former Atomic Energy
COnnmssion and other agencies dealing
with the Rosenbergs in aneffon;odxs—
praveanygullt.vl_ e P

Some 29,000 pages of F.B l ‘materials’
weremade availablelatein 1975 as a re-
sult, with the first showing strenuous ef-
forts by the. bureau to, expand charges

againsttheRosmbergs 1 fees il

One disclosure was that Davi_d Greeti-
glass, the star witness, had told-the
- | prosecution before the trial that Ethel.
Rosenberg, his sister, was not present
when he gave Julius Rosenberg a c!e-l
scription of the atomic bomb in1945.

" But he then taﬁfied ‘at the 1951 ttial.
that she had not only been present, but
had also typed his handwritiennotes. |

In Washington, the F.B.1. news office
said there would be no comment. Lane
Bonrer, supervisory special agent, said
he had not known about the Lamphem
section of the planned telecast. -
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